Famous RHS FP's

The Royal High has educated many who went on to become celebrities in many fields. This
document is one of the resident PDF& on the RHS digital history, and is list of a small selection
from early days through to the present i Wikipedia lists close on 150 in a wide range of
categories. In addition to these, five further names are the subject of detailed biographies
launched in early 2021 on the RHS London Club website.  In total, they represent virtually
everyone on the control document for the creation of extended biographies. Some readers will
have other ideas for justifiable entries, and we are keen to hear from you i use the Contact Us
facilities on the RHS Club or RHS London Club websites

Click on any of these for an RHS-orientated biography
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Entries from the Royal High School website in 2017
Pete Clark® list of post-millennials
Footnotes

Sir Walter Scott

So much is written about this famous High Scholar that this history will leave the reader to investigate elsewhere
until future editions. Wikipedia and a myriad of other websites have much information, and the High School
histories, available elsewhere within this history, also have many articles and recollections.

Among many fine websites are; The Scottish Poetry Library and the Abbotsford home site



https://www.scottishpoetrylibrary.org.uk/poet/sir-walter-scott/
https://scottsabbotsford.com/
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Alexander
Grahqm Bell

3rd March 1847 - 2nd August 1922

(This article has been retrieved from the RHS Club website, where it has resided for many years)

Alexander Graham Bell is undoubtedly the most famous scientific figure to emerge from the Royal High in the
19th Century, and vies with Sir Walter Scott for the title of our most famous son.

The following potted autobiography is an amalgam of articles in the public domain along with some photographs
throughout his life.

-

A selection of phsgraphs taken throughout his life

As a young child, Bell, like his brothers;aiwed his early schooling at home frons father. The famiy home
wasat 16 South Charlotte Street, which now llasommemorative plaque marking it as AlexanGeahamBS f
birthplace. He had two brothers: James Bell (184870) and Edward ChasleéBell (1848.867), both of whor
died of tuberculoss. His faher was Professor Alexander Melville Bell, and his heotEliza Grace (n
Symonds). Although he vas born Alexangr, at age 10 h@leaded to his father to have a middle name like
brothers. For his 11 birthday, his fatheracquiescedand allowedhim to adopt the middle name Graha
chosen out of admation for Alexander Graham, a Canadian benegted by hisfather, and a barder who hac
become a family friend. Tocloserelatvd ' YR FNRASY Ra KS infiNer dnghGel to &l hin
in later life.

At the age of 11, he was enrdlleat the Royal High SchgoEdinburgh, Scotland, which he left ajeal5
competing only he first four forms. His school record was undistinghed, marked by absenteeism ¢
lacklustre gades. Hismain interest emaned in the sciences, especially biology, while he weabther schoc
subjects with indifferene, to the dsmay of hislemanding father. Upon leaving school, Bell travediéo Londol
to live with his grandfather, Alexder Bell. During the yeahe spent with his grandfather, a love of learni
was born,with long hours spent in serious discissand stuly. The etler Bell took great efforts to have |
young pupil leen to speak clearly and with conviction, thérdoutes that his pupil wouldneed to become
teacher himself. At age 16, Bell secutlea position as a "pupieacher” of eloation and nusic, in Wesin Hous:
Academy, in Elgin. Although he was enrolleds a student in Latin and Greek, he instractdasses himsein
return for board and £10 per session.The following year, he atteled the University ofEdinburgh joining hi:
older brother Melvillewho had enrokd there the preiousyear.

In 1870, Bell emigrated with his family to Cdaaand the following year he moved toetfunited Sates to teack
There he pioneered a system called visible speecieldeed by his father, to teach deafute chillren. In 187.
Bell founded a doool in Boston to train teachers of the deaf. The schodismguently became part of Bost
Universty, where Il was appoaited professor of vocal physiology in 1873. He becamataralised U.S. citiz


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Alexander_Graham_Bell_and_family.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_High_School_(Edinburgh)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Edinburgh

in 1882.

Bell had lmg been fascinad by the ideaof transmitting speech, and by 1875 had come up with a &
receiver that could turn electricitynio sound. Others wee working along the same lines, including an Ita
American Antonio Meucci, and debate continuesta who shoulde credited wih inventing the telephone.
However, Bell was granted atent for the telephone on 7 March, 18 and it dereloped quicky. Within &
year, the first telephone exchange wahsilt in Connecticut, and the Bell Telepho@®mpany was ceged ir
1877, wih Bel the owner of a third of the shares, quickly makmm a wealthy man.

In 1880, Bell was awded the Frach Volta Pede for his invention and with the money, founded theltd
Laboratory in Washington, where he contet experimentsin communication in medical research, and
techniques for teaching spekdo the deaf, working with Helen Kellamong othes. In 1885 heacquired land i
Nova Scotia and established a sumrheme there where he continued experiments, peularly in the field o
aviation.

In 1888, Bell was one of the founding members of tlaidhal Geographic Society, and servedtagpresidnt
from 1896to 1904, also helping to establish its journal.

Bell ded on 29 August 1922 at his home in Nova &&0o

Dr Bell visitshe Foyal High School for the last The Evening News carries the san
time on St Andre® Day1920 story as bown on the éft

We are indebted to Kenny Orr, Ronnie Tait and Jimmy Dignall for their contributions to this article.
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Captain Douglas Ford GC

(This article has been retrieved from the RHS Club website, where it has resided for many years)

Douglas in Junior Douglasin the 1st Cdket Inthe wuniform of a Captair
school in 1929 X, 1936 in the Royal Scots in 193

At the 2003 Remembrance Day service at 8&hool, theRector reconted a tale of valour involving a forrr
pupil. Themdpnu 9 &GSNJ SRA (A 2 ypt. Dduglas BK (Bdving yeal B6), Imissingc dHdiné
Y 2 y 3@o@glas had been taken poner by the Japanese on Christmas dayll9hen Hog Koni



surrerdered. In captivity, much against the rules, he ongged the distribution of medical supplies addugs
which sdeguarded the halth of his fellow prisoners. Later, Douglas was inveld in a mass plan of escape,
was arrested, tortured, and findly sentenced to death. On 19thDecember 1943, hisaptors led him to a bea
overlooking the Saih China Sea. After Douglashad expertly dug his own grave in the true Homeric way,
those of two fellow prisoners who were@d weak, hewas shot. He was posthumously awarded the Gec
Cross

Severalphotographs showing some of Douglas's sportifegy at schoolare shown below. Dowglas was Schc
Captain in 1935.

This is tle Junior 3 (ow 7th Junior) cricket
team at Holyrood in 1929.Douwlas Ford i
front row extreme right.Sir Frélerick

h GienQC, who donatethis fcture, is
extreme left in the rear row.Frederick,
Club President in 1975 was, as he put it

The 1st Rugby XV of 1936. Douglass
second from the left in the front seate:
row

The 1sCriket X1 of 1936.Doudlas is
second from the left in the front seated r

(andcamd S aSBH¥ Y I WE b Rdz

Three Schoolmates

Thel936Annual Rephli 0 aK2gy o06Sf260 KFaX fA1S roléHecame 2
too large, a list of all pupils #he Schod  The one showiis remarkable in that three War Hees are
on the same pag, two of than in the same fifth form cks, and on@ year ahead as Captain of Scho

FORM Va. ¥
Adam, Clifford Wallace James
Anderson, Robert Sanders
Baum, Dennis Jacob
Beaton, James
Brown, Eric Melrose
Currie, Ian Stanley

FORM VIia
Barnetson, William
Ewart, Roy Gibson
Ford, Douglas

820 Donald, John Robert Grant, Tan William Ballantyne
Fingland, Stanley James Gunn 865 King, Archibald David Morrison
Gordon, Douglas Frederick Perry ” Kydd, Robert
Jeffrey, Bruce Carstairs MacDonald, Stanley Kenneth
Judge, Thomas Douglas Scott

825 Lambert, Kenneth Henderson M‘Gill, James
TLomax, Eric Sutherland Smith, Thomas Douglas
M'Beath, James Ian x 870 Steljes, John Ferguson
Miller, David Fleming Smith Wallace, Peter Rennie Graham
Nelson, Charles Cannon Wiseman, Denis Buchanan

830 Nicoll, fan Alfred Yuille, David Tulloch

Patterson, George Gordon
Pearce, William Cairns Vivian
— - e e = B ¥ S S

S

Annual Report 1936.n form \Aare pupils number 818 (Eric MeleoBrown) ad 8%
(Eric Sutherlad Lomax), while in form \is pupilnumber 863 (DouglasoFd).

The® three pupils made their nm&x on Humaity in different ways.
Singapre respectively, antived into theirmid d s/s,hile he later was executd by the Japanesa Hong Kong

The first twaerved in Europe and



at theage of25 on 13 De@mber 1943

Douglas Ford aslaeutenant Eric Lomax as"2Lieutenant

[
EricBrown as an RNMHot,
in the Royal Scots in 1939 Royal Signa attached to the probably in 1939
5th Field Regiment, Royal
Artillery

The storieof Douglas Foré@ndEric Brownaretold on the RHS Club wetesiand inthis History in the
WClF Y2dza t $2L) SQ LI 3Sa
Seehttp://archive.royalhigh.co.uk/a_tale_of valour.htand http://archive.royalhigh.co.uk/famous_people.htn

The story ofEric Lomaxcame into public noticevhen a film om of the books he had written @it his
wartime experiences wasnadS Ay G2 | FAf YQecounted his Wevfrod Hisécapiurein

Singapore to his recorli@tion with one of his Japaneserturers while in captivity in Thailand.
Thefollowing accaint has been compiled from the@ount in Wikipdia

In 1939, ged19, Lomax joined the Royal Corps of Signals beforedNVdalr 11 broke out. Following
time inthe 152ndOfficer Cadet Trainingnit, he was commissioned as a second lieatgron 28
Decamber 1940. He was given the see number 16580. He waa Ryal Signals officer attached 1
the 5th Field RegimenRoyal Artillery. Aa lieutenant, he \as capturedy the Japanese folang the
surrender of Singapore in February429  He,lang with the other Far East Baners Of War
(FEPOW), undertdoaforced march to Changi Prison.  He was then takéfatachanaburi, Thailan
and forced to bud the Burna Railway. In 194% and five other prisoners were tortured byet
Kempeitaigfg R O2 y @A QiapuieseB T A @R i & daadestinea®lid (@hich he had
constructed) was found in the camp. e Mas transferred to @tram Road PrisomiSingapordor the
remainder ofthe war.

On 12 September 1946, it was gazetthdt he had leen mentioned in despatches "recognition of
gallant and dishguished services while (a Prisoner) of War". He was@ad the Efficiency kdal
(Militia) in 1949 and wagranted the honoraryank of captain.  He retired from the Arrimy1949.
Lomaxwas the first patient of the Méical Foundatia for the Care bVictims of Torture. His later life
included reconciliatio with one of his forrar torturers, intepreter Takahi Nagase of Kurashikapan.
Takashi had written a book on his nwexperiencesluring and after the war entitieé Crosses andders,
and finarceda Buddhist temple at the bridge to atone for his acs8afuring the war.

The following Obituarin the Tekgraph of26" May 207 is a flowing account of his life
http://www .telegraph.co.uk/n&/s/obituaries/military-obituaries/armyobituaries/996599/Eric
Lomax.html



http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/army-obituaries/9596599/Eric-Lomax.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/military-obituaries/army-obituaries/9596599/Eric-Lomax.html
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Captain Eric Brown
21st January 1919 - 21st February 2016

(This article has been retrieved from the RHS Club website, where it has resided for many years)

It was at the 200 PrizeGiving that a remarkabl@onagenarian delivered the FP address, andabex better
known to the School and FP Cluble had long be®a member of ad cantributor to the life of the FP London
Club, but had nb(at least recently) graced Edinburghthvhis pregnce. Captain EridNinkle' Brown, CBE, DS
AFC, Hon FRAEeS, RMtate his fill title, was a wartime flyingfficer, engagig in many dangeussorties, and
post war became a test pilot.

Eric Melro® "Winkle" Brown, (born 21 January 191%asa forme Royal Nay officer andtest pilot who flew
more types of acraft than anyone else in history. He also theFleetAir AmmQ & Y2 & R Sdb@ hdld:
the world recordfor aircraft carfer landings.

Brown received th affectionatenickname "Winkle from his Royal Navy colleagues. Short 'fBeiwinkle", a
smallmollusc the name wagjiven to Brown bcause of his short (5ft 7in) stature

Eric was awarded thetle of Greatest ever test pildily theGuild of Ai Pilots and Air navagors in 2008.

In one of his several book®yings on my sleee, Eric takes the earliest opganity to feature The Royal gh
Schoolprominentlyin his recollections by quoting on gal of chapter 1.

"As a schoolboy | woa scholarsip from my local primil® a4 OK22f (2 9 RAY 0 dhoH, Kvd
its classical Greek temple builggset in the bart of the Scdish capital. There | had a most happy schoo
with academic honours (runneup to Dux of Schal) and spating successes in Royg (' XV) and Gymnasti
6a0K22f OKIYLAZ2YULE D

Eric is inded shownsitting on the ground (ght) in frontof the 193536 1st XV

An extact from hisWikipediaarticle readsdAfter World War [Brown commanded théenemy Airaaft Flight an
elite group of pilots who testiew capturedGerman aircraftTha experience makes Brown one of the few r
gualified b compare both Allied and Axis "warbirdas they atually flew during thewar. He flighttested 5:
German aircraft, inading theMe 163. He tested this rocket plane in powered flight as ajgpdly the only Allie
pilot (having donethat rather unofficially, as itwas deemed more or less suicidal undertakinge do the
notoriously dangerous propellant§;Stoffand T-Stoff), and theMesserschmitt Me 2@, Arado Ar 234ndHeinke
He 162turbojet planes.

Fluent in German, he helped imtéew many Gerrans afterWorld War |} includingWernher von Baiun anc
Hermann GoringWilly Messerschmitt Dr. Ernst Heinkel, Kurt Tankand top Luftwaffe fighte ace with 35z
victories, Erich HartmannlIn addition, Brownspoke toHeinrich Himmler Coirtidently, Bown had himself bee
using Himmler's very own personal aircraftspeciallyconverted FockeWulf Fw 200Condor thathad beel
captured and was being used HdyetRAE Flig based at the formeLuftwaffe airfield atSchleswig Hewas als:
able to renew acquaintances with German anitanna Reitschwhom he had met in Geramy before the
war. On 15th November 201de was the gust on 'Desert lland Discs' 3000th edition.

to hear the programme.

Eric haspoken at two recent Royal High functgfirstlyat the 2011 School Re-Giving, where he received a
standing ovatio, and second at the 2012 London Club dinne@here he captiated the audiene with tales of hi
meetings with Nazi leaders before aafter the War.

Eric Brown passed away @fst Febrary 2016 aged 97.
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Erc delivers the address at the 201,

Eric pictured onik graduaton day
AY W2 A ySegve 2HAlfway
Eric in his unirm as a down page one he has alréa
Naval Captain described ts days as a Bursar ¢
'Edinburdn’s historic Rgal High
{OK22ftQ

London Club dinner.

The top table:Captain Eric Brown R Eric flarked by two RoyleHigh Schoc
Rector Jand-rith, London Club Fsielent prefeds at the 2015 Mountbatten
Valerie Peay, President Louise Steve Address in Edinburgh

and School &ptain Craig Taylor
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John Cruikshank VC

John Alexader Cruikshankvas a High Scholar from 1986til 1933 or 134, when he transfeed for hislast 2 or
3 senor years(for an unknown reason) to Daniel Stewart&sa consequence, &sharehis allegiance.

After leaving scbol, he wasapprenticed to theCanmercial Bankn Edinburgh Heinitially joined the Armyin
1939, buttransferred to theRAF in 1942 whe heunderwentflight training in Canada and the United States
earning hs wings in July 1942. After further traig, he wasssigned tdNo. 210 uadronin March 1943,
piloting ConsolidatedPBY Catalinélying boats, flying fronrRAF Suwim Voein Shethnd.  FlyingOfficer
Cruickshank was twentipur years old when he piletl a Consolidated Catalina astibmarineflying bod from
Sullom Voe onZ July 1944 on a patrol north into the NorwagiSea. The ¢éctive was to protect the Brith
Home Fleet ait returned from the unsuccessf@peration Mascotaid on theGerman batleshipTirpitz There
the "Cat" caught &erman Typ VIIC tboaton the sirface  The VC citatiomwhich follows explas wha
followed:

The King has been graciopgpleased to cofer the Victora Cross on the undermentioned officer in recognitiol
mog conspicuous bravery:

Flying Officerahn Alexandr Cruickshank (1267R@Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. No.Sfiadron.

Thisofficer was the captain and pii of a Catalia flying boat wich was recently engaged on an astibmarine patrol over
northern waters. When a{doat was sightean the suface, Flying Officerr@ickshank at once turned to the attack. Ireth
face of fiece antiaircraft fire, he manoeuxed into positbn and ran in taelease his depth charges. Unfortunately they fai
to drop. Flying Officer Cruiskank knevthat the failure of this attackhad deprived him of the advantage of surprisela
that his drcraft offered a good target tthe enemy's deirmined and noviheartened gunners.

Without hesitation, he climbed and turdéo come in again. The Catai was meby intenseand accurate fire antvas
repeatedly hit. The navigator/bomb aimevas killed. ie second pilot and two other méyars of the crev were injured.
Flying Officer Cruickshank was struck in sevémtyplaces receiving two serious woundsthe lurgs and terpenetrating
wounds inthe lower limbs. His aircraft was badly damadgend filledwith the fumes of exploding sh&llBut he did at falter.
He pessed home his attack, and released the depth charges Hjsisaddling the submarinegpfectly. The Uboat was
sunk. He hen collapsed and the second pilot took over tlntrols. i recovered shortly afterwards dnthough bleeihg
profusely, msisted on resuming command and retaining it until he vedisfed that the damaged aircraft wasder contro)
that a course hadéen set for base and that all the necessaryalg had beesent. Only then would he consdntreceive
medcal aid and hag his wounds attended to. He refused morphia in case hnpigevent him from carrying on.

During the next fie and a half hours dhe return flight he several times lapsed intoconsciousess owing to loss of blood
Whenhe came to hiirst thought oneach occasion was for the safety of his aircraft and ciidve. damaged aircraft
eventually reachd base but itwas clear that an itnediate landing would be a hazardous task fog tvounded ad less
experienced second pildilthough able ¢ breathe only \th the greatest difficulty, Flying Officer Cruickshankstesl on
being carried forward and ppped up in thesecond pilot's seakor a full hour, in spite of his agony and rewvereasing
weakness, he gave orders as neegg, refusingo allow the aicraft to be brought down until the conditions of light aseh
made this possible without unduisk

With hisassistance the aircfawas safely landed on the water. He then diedl the taxyng and beaching of the aircraso
that it could easily be sahged. When the medical officer went on board, Flying Offizaickshank collapsed and he had


file:///H:/RHS/Web%20Jan%202014/Captain%20Eric%20Brown%20RN.jpg

be given a blod transfusion beforée could be removed to hospital.

By pressing tme the secod attack in his gravely woundedmdition and catinuing his exgions on the return journey witt
his strength failing allhe time, he seriously prejudiced kitsnce of surival even if the aimaft safely reached its base.
Throughout, he gean exampleof determination, fortitude and elvotion to dutyin keeping witlthe highest traditions of the
Service

The BBC commissionadiocumentarywhich recreated the eventswatchit here.

John never returned to active séce, mainly due to his woundgavingthe RAF in $eember 1946 to retun to
his career in bankingrom whichhe retiredin 1977. His story was told to RHS pugét the Remenbrance
serviceon November 11'2019.  He is now the oldesturvivingVC holder and the first to reach the agef 100
TheRHS Club recordedvadeo tribute to John which wadewed by him ahis Aberdea home on his birthday.

fed:

f g
> R a/\ = T—— . YFi Py
John Cruiksink wearing his John at his FlyingOfficer RAF 210 Squaaon
VictoriaCrossear the Aberdeen home Cuikshank Insignia

Ceotaph

on his 100th

The Royal High
School extends a
tribute to
John Alexander
Cruikshank VC
on the occasion of

% his birthday
on 20th May 2020

School Captain Lucy Kita John at his Consolidated PBY Catalina Thevideo tribue opening credit
during the recording of the ~ Abadeen home Model 28
video tribute on his 100th
Back to top
David Robb

(This article has been retrieved from the RHS Club website, where it has resided for many years)

DavidRobb delivered y A YLINB & aA @dS C2NYSNI t dadivigt RetogrisRORmMideataly ak
one of the stars oDownton Abbey, anda@ompanied by his wife, actress Briony McRo&érne recolleted his
schooldays, and his expences in actig and life. One story recalled an entry in the Funeral Order of seffac:
the talented and &mous English Ruyglplayer, Ady Ripley. Heh&kR &l AR &, 2dz Ol y SI N
get butonlygé | f AFS T NP Vavisl sommendeéhalzaparaagh® ¢hestudents. He was in muc
demand after the eventdr autogmaphs from parats and students.

David carbe seen in thal965-66 Prefects photograph.

David Robb has starred various Btish films and television showscluding filmssuch asSwirg Kidsand
Hellbound He s well knowrfor playing Germanicus in the famas 1978BCproduction ofl, Claudiusnd as
Robin Gant, one of he principal character in Tham@&slevision's 181 seriesThe Flane Trees of hika He has
alsoperformed as a voice actor for sevegthr Wars/ideogames and had a recurring role in tfaatasy
television serieslighlander: Tha SeriesHe ha worked extensively on BBC radio drama including as Gharlke
original radicseries ofUp the Garde Pathoppositelmelda StauntonasCaptain Jack Aubréy the BBC Radio 4
adaptations of thePatrick CBrian"Aubrey" novés and aRRictard Hannayn several adaptatins of theJohn
Buchamovels, including/r Standfastin 2007.

David was born ihondon Brought up inEdinburghand educated at th&oyal High Schopkince 2004 heral
his wife the actress and aistist Briony McRobertsranin the Edinburgh Marathoro raisemoney forleukemia
research.
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He also voluteersregularlyfor Samaritangluty, as reported in the London Evening Standard in Novero#l.
When someoneatls the Samaritag, the lasthing they expect ito speak to a star of Sunday night televisiBat
the actorDavid Robb who plays Downtonby's Dr Clarkm, has volunteeed at the charity's Soho branch for
years  The DowntorAbbey wésite describe his experiencehus:

Londonborn, and raisd in Edinburgh, David Robb is a vetekssTERPIE@EtOr. h addition to his portrayal of
Germancus in the icort 1977 productin I, Claudiushe has appeared iMASTERPIESElame Treg of Thilk,
Parnell andhe Englishwomaand Sharpe'®eril His feature film work inclugsSwing KidsHizabeth: The Aden
AgeandThe Highlander

Robb has lent his voice teweralStar Warsvideogames, and workedxtensivelyfor BBC radio m dramas and
adaptations.

David and Neil Zeiger at

David Robtes Germanicst  Being interviewed in 201 the 2017 RHS London Cl
in the awardwinning 1977 dinner

TVadaptation of abogt his lmg assota'tion As Dr Rigard Clarksomi Downton Abbe
Claudius’ with The Samaratins
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Robin Cook

(This article has been retrieved from the RHS Club website, where it has resided for many years)

28th Februaryl946- 6th Augug 2005

Former Foreign Secretary Robin Cook attended tnaRhighfor four years between 19¢
to 1964, but vas somewhat retientabout his RHS schooling and it failed to maiseeimtry
in Who's Who. He is however remembied by some ohis schoolmatestwo of whorr
provided the following anecdotes
Robin Boog(Former RI3 Club President) wrote "RobinoGk was atRoyal High from|
think, 1961to 1964 when his fathewas one of tle Sciene teachers. Around Easter 19¢
his father moved m and Robin fished his sixth year in thBoarding Housel know thi:
because | &d to move to acommadate him!"
Peter Nisbet who is now residentni Blaenawn, South Wales shared the same leg
: ceremony asRobin in 1964, rd his traditional RHS Club leaving githe History of he
Schoolby WCARoss Theinside back aver showsRobin's signaturamong others in class 6X.The inside fror
cove was siged by teachers of the time and isalreproducechere.



http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/sharpesperil/index.html
file:///H:/RHS/Web%20Jan%202014/David%20Robb%20as%20Germanicus%20-%20I%20Claudius%201976.gif
file:///H:/RHS/Web%20Jan%202014/David%20Robb%20Samaratins%20talk%20Christmas%202011.jpg
http://www.rhs-house.org.uk/

Rdin's teachers included many dil/ourites
Robin Cook's entry is third from the foot of the including JockCunringham, Bill Bowie, Willie
cadumn Cochrane, Tom FagliMiss Wiiteside and Nigel
Mclsaac

He was for some time a member of the RHS London Club
A detailed life history can be found in Wikipedia.
Robin Cook collapsed and died while climbing Ben Stack mountain in Scotland on 6 August 2005
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Karl Miller
Born August 2 1931, died September 24 2014

Karl Miller was a brilliant magazine editor who revitalised the Listener, co-founded the London Review of Books
and for many years occupied the Lord Northcliffe Chair of Modern English
Literature at University College London.

Like many of the best editors, he was not an easy or a natural writer. fi
aways wanted to be an Rediet &esidthe finseof his
two volumes of memoirs; and as a young man he made his mark as the
literary editor of both The Spectator and the New States ma n . fil
what | wanted to do, though | would have liked to be more a writer of books
than | have succeeded in being,0he continued.

His books were few and brief, and i like those of Cyril Connolly, another
busy reviewer and editor i they often consisted of recycled pieces loosely
stitched together. Though daunting when first encountered i he seemed the
quintessence of the dour, laconic Scot i he was regarded by those who
knew him well as witty and warm-hearted, always anxious to encourage
young writers and helping them to do their best.

Karl Fergus Connor Miller was born at Straiton, Midlothian, on August 2
1931. His parents had split up before he was born: his father was an ineffectual would-be artist, with whom Miller
enjoyed a sporadic and often embattled relationship; his mother was an ardent socialist, and Karl himself remained
loyal to the faith.



He was brought up by his maternal grandmother on the outskirts of Edinburgh. The Connor family deeply
disapproved of hi s HoleemiBreways,sand Mi | | er 6s sense of b eindipe Gomnors
prompted his lifelong fascination with doubles, doppelgangers and the holding of contradictory views. He was never
fi ¢ ociows of bearing my parents any ill will for not being ar ou Mmdad, obbypthan sel f too
fierce, bereavedandaggr i evedo.

iHe who i seshahpdstapauttanditaget i n, 0 he wr ot e, an dnoutsider asdem
insider was to remain with him.

At Edi n Old Roydhlbigh Sc hool , Kar | was an unab a sraged Hécwmradlver,
encouraged his literary ambitions. Maclver was a friend of Dylan Thomas and Louis MacNeice, and he introduced
his pupil to the poet Norman MacCaig; in later life Miller devoted much of his time to advancing the claims of
Scaottish writers, and he came to regret that he had not expended more energy onbeatin g t he dr um
behalf.

i A hveorkidg scholarship b oy 0, Mi | | er Uxeafvaledistacyhommd lo r 3 s adidpod evteod, firi
way, to get o nional Séfvce with the RoyalsEngieers, but spent most of his time broadcasting on
the British Forces Network in Germany.

In 1951 Miller took up a place at Downing College, Cambridge, under the aegis of F R Leavi s.
seemed natural soul mates, but in a further manifestation of contradictory behaviour Miller was bowled over by the
stylish ex-public schoolboys with whom Cambridge abounded, and i t o Leavi s 6s hb herqoickly
abandoned textual analysis for student journalism.

He was elected as an Apostle, and edited Granta, working closely with Nick Tomalin and Mark Boxer, the
fl amboyant e priotpoonh eortu@tiond &inch publishing early work by Ted Hughes and Thom Gunn; his
friends included Eric Hobsbawm and Neal Ascherson. Despite the time devoted to Granta, he took a first. He spent
some months in Harvard, researching Scottish literature; he also met and married Jane Collet, whose sister
married his Cambridge contemporary Jonathan Miller.

After spells at the Treasury and as a BBC producer, working on Tonight and Monitor, Miller found his true métier
when, in 1958, he succeeded Robert Kee as literary editor of The Spectator, then owned by lan Gilmour and edited
by Brian Inglis; his colleagues included Katharine Whitehorn, Bernard Levin and Alan Brien. In 1961 he moved to
the New Statesman, then edited by John Freeman. He published reviews by, among others, Frank Kermode and
Christopher Ricks, as well as the early poems of Seamus Heaney. He had a soft spot for Eng Lit academics, and
when the new editor, Paul Johnson, refused to print a review by Wiliam Empson on the ground that it was
fi i n c o npsriebhleeesdignedtore the spot. Johnson handed him a compensatory cheque for £3,000 i a huge
sum in those days i but he tore it into shreds.

Miller was appointed editor of the Listener in 1967. Under his predecessor, the historian Maurice Ashley, it had
been a tedious BBC publication, dutifully reprinting Third Programme talks and little else. Miller revolutionised it,
making it the liveliest of weekly magazines. He retained his liking for impenetrable Eng Lit dons, but he offset them
wi t h Mar k ultBhocomia sfrig, the Stringalongs, based on the doings of an ultra-trendy literary couple in
Camden Town. He employed Clive James as the television critic and John Carey as the radio critic; among the
authors who wrote for the paper were Dan Jacobson,V S NaiCpawlk, Crui se OO6Bri en,
Brophy.

In 1974 he was again at a loose end, and Noel Annan, a fellow-Apostle and the Provost of UCL, suggested that he
should replace Frank Kermode as the Northcliffe Professor, despite the fact that he had no post-graduate degree
and had yet to write his first book, a study of the Scottish judge and writer Henry Cockburn, for which he won the
James Tait Black Prize. Miller made the UCL English department into one of the liveliest in the country,
encouraging the likes of Dan Jacobson and Stephen Spender to work with his students.

Miller co-founded the London Review of Books in 1979 with Mary-Kay Wilmers and Susannah Clapp to plug the
gap left by the TLS, which was hors de combat for a year thanksto a printersd stri
independence from the parental New York Review of Books, and its long, ruminative essays suited Miller perfectly
both as an editor and as an essayist. He edited the journal from 1979 to 1989, and co-edited it until 1992, when he
fell out with its proprietor, Mary-Kay Wilmers. That same year he also resigned from UCL.

Mil |l eréds books include Cockbur noés hedli(@ dtudynoh hisufeligw-StbJarbes
Hogg, the author of Confessions of a Justified Sinner, whose work he included in the UCL syllabus) and two
vol umes of memoirs, Rebeccabds Vest and Dark Horses.

in Battersea nevaark.bddn hwaeirey keen on og buealthougrehe pldineed that he
lost half his friends when he stopped being an editor, his antipathy was not reciprocated. Every now and then he



would visit a chapel inthe East End and fighavlel tthhaen krselwigti on t h attspemt sy
life as a freelance journalist working for papers w
and did much to shape the literary tastes of his generation.
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Sarah Boyack

20 PG i Opening of the refurbished 19991 Donal d De wabinét & asf Sarah Boyéck B

School, with George Smuga, Evelyn Minister for Environment, Planning &
Small and others Transport (far right in photo)

SarahBoyack was brought up iBdinburghwhere she was one of #éhfirst female entrant{1973) at the Roya
High School She went on to study at th&niversity of Glasgown 1979, gainig anMA Honours degree
Modern Historyand Politics She became active in theabour Clubwhere she was a protégé Margare
Curran She became chair of thiesbour Club in 198482, and chair of theNational Organisation of Labc
Studentsin 1985%86. During her time at Glasgow University, she was iedbin supporting the twinimg with Bir
Zeit Universityn the West Bank

She then did ®iplomain Town and Country Planniray HeriotWatt University

She worked as town plannerin the London Brough of Brentthen as a strategic planner @entral Region
Councilin Sfrling.  She then beaae a lecturer at the School of Planning and Housihbleriot Watt Universit
and was Convener of the Scottish Branch ofRagal Town Planning Instituile 1997.

{KS ¢61a I YSYOSNI 2F 52yFfR 5S¢ NRaA FANROG | 2f &NJ
Lathian).

Sarah gave the Fmer Pupils address at the 2004 Prize Giving, amekiled the plaque commemorating t
opening of the refurbished School She was no stranger to the Memorial stage, having collected pri:
Debating and Public Speaking Gwprise there) and the isholson Prize for Music.
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David lan Olive 16 April 1937¢ 7 November 2012) CBE FRS FLSW, was a British theoretical [
— Olive made fundamental contributions to string the@nyd duality theory.
Davidwas born in Middlesex in 1937 and educated at Rwyal High School,
Edinburgh and Edinburgh University. At the Royal High, he recorded the remark
achievement of being Dux in each year of his education, finishing as Dhoof Bc
1955. He was avutstanding student, his only shortcoming being hotoriously
illegible handwriting, reputedly the origin of an early Who's Who entry listing his
AYyGSNBada | a(Déwddeasia®eengblier)32f RQ®

He moved to Siohn's College, Cambridgdataining his PhD under the supervision
John Twlor in 1963. After a short postdoctoral appointment at the Carnegie Inst
in Pittsburgh, David returned to Cambridge as a Fellow of Churchill College, bec
a Lecturern the Department of AppligMathematics and Theoretical Physics in 19
y MdpTtTmMI 5FPAR YIRS gKIFIGi KS KFra RSAONAOGSR a |

in Cambridge and move to the Theory Division, CERN as ddixedtaff member. In 1977,a8did returned to
the U.K. to take up a lectureshé Imperial College, becoming Professor in 1984 and Head of the Theoretic
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Physics Group in 1988.In 1992 he moved to Swansea University to help set up the new theoretigsigsh
group.

He was awardathe Dirac Prize and Medal of the Internationah@e for Theoretical Physics in 1997. He wi
Founding Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales, elected FRS 1987, and appointed CBE in 2002.
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Fraser Doherty

Fraser delivered FP address at the 2014 R@zéng. In his &' year (2005), Fraser won tHdth-year prizes for
Accounting and Finance, and Economics, also Open Prizes, for Dux in Business Education and theuBimass$or B
Management. Hed @A 2dzat & gl ay Qi &adl Ndstkayiger taile MénfoBabstagey R & dzNX f
Fraseris aScottishentrepreneurfrom Edinburghfounder of SuperJam, Envelope Coffee, andotmder ofBeer52

Heis also director of the ragtered Scottish charity, The SuperJam Tea Parties

Fraser, through SuperJam, has invested in various charitable project$ie SuperJam Tea Parties, which runs tea
parties for lonely elderly people who live alone or in dapees, was established byBerty in 2008.

Frasers website says;

Fraser Dohay is the founder of the 100% Fruit jam company, SuperJem.started the company at the age of
fourteen, using his Gran's recipeSince then, SuperJam has grown to supply @@00 supermarkets arounihe
world, selling millions of jars along the way.

SuperJam has been entered into the National Museum of Scotland as an ‘'lconic Scottish Brand', has won over
innovation awards and launched in seven countries around the world.

As well as sharing his syoat hundreds of speaking engagements, Fraserregalar contributor to magazines and

an author of two books; SuperBusiness and The SuperJam Cookbook. He has won numerous awards, and
made MBE in 2014 for servicesBasness.

In his Prize Givingddress in 2014, he recounted how he had startetlimy eggs at the age of 11, before being
GFdaAKG K2g G2 YIS 2FY i KAa DNlIyyeQa K2dzaS Ay Dfl
kitchen for anythig except jam making equipme and Fraser recounted how he sold jam at Scleowl via his

LI NByidiaQ FTNASYRAZ | sthool Wak hidiBudinesy Ed8catidd tdagh@né lasfg/ OS | (i

e

&nﬁ Deve

Fraser delivers the FP address at the Fraser address.i Fraser displaying his MBE in 201
2014 Prize Giving (fourth left) Devel opersé sy
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Pete Clarkosmilisenhniodl pBB®s

Pete Clark, in sending @mailto the School historiarthanking br the Gala Dinner organisation, but
gAAKAY 3 GKI G @& 2dzy3S Nt @as itér alkalcétebratiSrSof50 YeSrsBARNT QNS R

Alt@ possible thasome of the speakersad simply copied outhie Wikipedia pagabout the RHS.| feel

that there could be much more made of people of more recent vintage than Walter Scott and Alexander
Graham Bell. For example, there werabout 5 recenti.e. postmillennium) FPs who wermvolved in
performances on the Fringe ahthe official Festival this year, including BBC Cardiff Singer of the Year


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Entrepreneur
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beer52

Catriona Morison, whose Queehtll concert sold out in a day OllyShaw is a reguldor Hibs Ben Cairns
and Alan Macdonalthave playedugby for ScotlangDaveStewart has dimmed for may artists,

including Deaco Blue, Fish and Albert Hammond.was pleased that Sarah Boyack and Ken Macintosh
were namechecked on Friday, as theynegentthe '‘postWalter{ O2 1 1 U LISNA 2 R¢& @

Back to top



Frankie Poullain
Leaving year 1985

Francis Gilles PoullaiRatterson(born 15 April 1967), better known &sankie Poullainis thebassplayer for rock
band The DarknessHe was raised iMilnathort then Edinburdp, Scotland He attended theRoyal High Schaqol
leavirg in 1985.

Poullain wa the only original Darkness member not from thewestoft area. Before joining the Darkness, he
worked as dour guidein the Venezuelaimountains.

Poullain left the band on 23 May 2005, citing "musical differences" as the
reason He was replaced bRichie Edwals, a former guitar techniciarfor

the band. His departure caused quite a stir with the pse most notably in

| the NME magaime where hewas reportedly regarded as their favourite
member of the band.

However, in 2011 The Darkness officially announced that they were to reunite,
S with all 4 original members. Fraie described this as being "Just like old
times". ~ The band sukheallined Downbad Festival at Donington Park,

Y ] England in June 2011, playing und2ef Leppad. They also plagd at
Hammersmith, W|thQueen gwtanst Brian Mayjoining the band. The band's thirstudio aloumHot Cakeswvas
released in early 2012, as the band embarked on the Hot Cakes tour.

Frankie's autobiograph®ancing in the Darknegdohn Blake Publishing), charting the apsl downs of life witlihe
band, was released in November 2008.

His enty inthe Royal Higtschool Annal Report of 1985 shows him in Form 6b2, while his (presumably) younger
brother is in form 5a4. It appears that there were three brothers in Schobtree same time.
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Phil EdjarJones
Leaving yar 1984

Phil Edgatdonesh & NBalLl2yaArAotS F2NJ RNAGAy A |
only dedicated arts channels, broadcasting 48 hours of content a dagsac

two channels. Heojned Sky as Head of Entertainment in 2012 and wa
appointed the Drector of SkyArts in 2014. He oversees all entertainment
ASNARSAa Ay LINE RdzOU A@Sky 1 HDNIK laving HD@ Skt
Atlantic, HD, Sky Arts HD and 3Hkgvies, and it was inhis role that he
commissioned a wealth of succégdsprogrammes fo &y Arts inaliding

t 2NINFAG ! NOIA&aG 2F GKS | SIENE ¢Ff1a

Before Sky, Edgailones worked as Creative Director of Running Bareravhe exec produced Vierimportant
People with Morgana Robinson and heMymott, as wellasa host of eéher projects with talent in the John Noel
stable.

Prior to that, Edgadones was Creative Director of Remarkable Pictures (part of Endemol UK) wherersaw Big
Brother and a number of entertainment projects includinget first construt¢ed reality shav in the UK, The Salon,
Space Cadets, Shattered and Seven Days on the Breadline.

EdgatWw2 y S48 Q ONBRAGA |t a2 AyOf dzRS ; BisyiuEl Ndxe¢ Proding Ehé Gackt NJ
Docherty Show and working alongsidriters such aditchell and Wbb, Armstrong and Bain, Cecil and Riley); and
before that on The Big Breakfast, The Word and The Sunday Show (where he first met Stuart Murphyhi®ne of
first jobs was as writer for a Sky 1 show called Barry's Joy featlring a thenunknown perforner called David
Walliams.

Phil spoke at the 2013 RHS London Club Dinner
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Neil Zeiger

Neil Zieger €ft) with David Robb at  Neil in the 19667 gpe band backrow 3¢
the 2017 RHS London Club dinner  left sporting the splendid leopard skin

Neil Zeiger, a notale TV produer, produced 8&S LJA 82 RS&a 2 F wdzi K wSYyRStf Qa LyalLll
1988 and 2000 Foundingmember of Nevision in 201@3click here for details of that enterprise.

At school, among his many talents were his membership of the pipe band.

Neil spoke at the 2017 RHS London Qlinber
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Rosie Kay
Rosie with her9-month-old son, and the cst of Rosie at the 2015 Prize Giving having just
FIVE SLDIERS, herqatuction on tour in 2017 RSt AGSNBR G(G(KS Ct a

companyof three Rectors

Rasie Kay delivered the FP address to the 2015 R@r/mg. Rosiés the Principl of the Rosie KayDance
Company | SNJ 6So0aAiasS alrea aw2aisS Yleé 5Fy0S /2YLIlye KI¢
works thatchallenge perceptionand take on innovative subjeéts  Highly pfsica) with astuteperformances and
intense athleticsm, we make wiks that excite audiences with a visceral experience they feel in their bodies and
minds. We aim to connect withur audience and armterested in building new audiences and attractipegle

who may hae never seen firstate contempaary dance befdlsS ¢ @

Rosieformedher own company in 2004, andured with 5 SOLDIER&tionwide in 2016 Amongst extensive
theatre credits as a perforer and choreographer, she choreographed BAFTAimated film Sunshineon Leith
(2013). Rosiewas thefirst Leverhume Artist in Residence to the School of Anthropology and Museum Ethnography,
University of Oxford, 2023014, and igurrently Research Agsiate, as welhs Associatértist of DanceXchaye,
Birmingham
























