1933 Proposal for RHS Prep School to become Co-Educational

If the newspaper reports shown below are to be believed, many of us may never have attended the
Royal High Preparatory School, which was to become Co-Education fee paying, given that our

parents seemed to prefer a boys only establishment.

That would probably have been extended to

the Senior School, which would probably have hastened its exit from Regent Road much sooner. It
didn’t come to pass however, and it was to be forty years before females were to be seen in Royal
High colours. The school had only opened two years prior, and was designed for boys only, so this

cock-eyed proposal never stood a chance.
frame for a similar fate?
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MIXED SCHOOL PROPOSAL |

Bdinburgh Bducation Committee “yesterday
discussed the future of thé Royal High preparatory
school, | Tho Ceneral Purposes Sub-Committeo
recommiended - that the question of the futuro
development” of  the preparstory. school should bo
remitied to tho sub-commitice on- Reorganisation
of Educational Arrangemeats, with the rcoom-
mondation that the possibility of developing  the
school as a [ee-paying primary school for girls as
well as boys shouﬁl be considered, and-that it ba
remitted to the City Architect to m'f.:,t as to tha|
possibility of ndnptinf the school buildings for
this purpose. Councillor P, ¥ Allan, chairman,
prosided. . ) , .

LMonsignor Miley said it, would bo quite
prematuro to talk about Lringing girls into that}
{school, It was against the ngo-olﬁ tradition of
|tho sehool., ‘I'ic populatica in that part-of the
lown was growing very vapidly and there was
{ only one vacant room in the school. He deprecated
| the idea of o giris’ school in the meantime, Ha
| preferred rocruitment in tho area, and improved

rnn.ygort from "distant parts -of the town, and
possibly some revision of fees,

Councillor Adam Millar wid the g)rpponl orosq’
owing to financial considerztions. Sineo {hey had
invested a great deal in tho school and wero nob
getting & return, they shoud not dismiss thoe pro-
poral meantime. | ' .

- Couneillor Gorman prol;‘o;ed thas the matter be
delayed until October, when they would got the
néw onrolment figures for the school
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ROYAL HIGH SCHOOL ‘|

One wonders if our sister school, Gillespie’s, was in the

~ A REVOLUTIONARY PROPOSAL™
The Rov, J. Rossio Brown, who scconded, said

it was o most révolutionary proposal to make this
preparatory department into a ' mixed school.

‘Thero werg other avenues that could bo explored,

Tho headmaster had, in fact, already suggested ong
when he said that if buses were provided to take
the boys direct to school the enrolments might
bo. increased. . In dealing with tho history and
traditions of tho Royal High School, they should
go slowly. ‘They might be tempted to do somes
thing foolish nnd regret it afterwards. e
Miss M. G. Cowan said there was no doubt
that such a proposal would break the tradition of
tho school. Iarents who wishedto get a separate
oducation for their sons would not be willing to
support them in o mixed school. Therv should geb
new transport facilities for the school and adver:
tiso them in the prospectue. It made u difference
to parents to know- that their children would be

taken from a certain poink in their own district

to the school door. . ,
The Rev. William Ross said the sitvation was
protty scrious. They must look to the future,

Land ho dilfered entively from tho view of Mons

signor Miley. Ho thought tho parents of a boy
and « girl would bo very pleased to think that

their children could- go t> the same school. 1t

was a good thing for tho boys to have girls in a
school, and coo«f for lho.:ir{:io have boys in &
school, If proper arrangements were -made it
was all to Ltho good that these young peoplo should
mix logether, As to the s\?gcstlon to have speaial
buses running to the schocl, he thought they had
had too muc grandmotheriy legislation,

Canon Mackay said it was quite obvious the
could not have a mixed sthool ay a Royal Hig‘
preparatory. school. - ;

Councillor Gorman's proposil to dolay the

‘matter until October was accepted.



