
Drama at the Royal High School 
Plays performed include a diverse collection; Shakespeare (several times), Sheridan and those authored by pupils 
feature here. 
 
July 1921 – The Critic by Sheridan 
 

 
 

 
April 1925 – A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 

   
   

 
Summer 1925 
The Pundit and the Potentate – a Musical Comedy in four acts 
Written by High Scholars H H Wood and R H Westwater 
 



 
The splendidly attired and grease-painted Actors in 

this 1925 all-School production – The Pundit and the 
Potentate 

 
The Merry Wives of Windsor, 5th April 1926 
 
Macbeth, 4th – 7th April 1927 
 
Authors of Mischief (1948) 
The sad tale of Baillie McMorran versus the RHS Ruffians (led by William Sinclair) 
 

 
 

  
 
 
Icarus (or similar name) at the Gateway, circa 1949, written by Karl Miller 
 
The lamp of the wicked, July 1949, Little Theatre 
See report below 
 
Just the Job, July 1950, Little Theatre 
Pupil/actor Alexander Burton’s 1950 tale of the engine driver trying to land the job of a £1000 a year MP 
(These images courtesy of the RHS London Club) 

 



  

 
 
 

 
 

 
1949 Play ‘Lamp of the wicked’ written by pupil 
Paul Harper, produced by Hector MacIver 

 
1950 Play ‘Just the Job’ written and starring pupil 

Alexander Burton.   Thespians of the future? 
 
 
The ascent of F6 (1950) 
Photograph of rehearsals in Schola Regia summer 1950 
 
A window to the sea (1951) 
 



The Summer 1951 issue of Schola Regia 
had a cast photograph and description of 
Mr (Hector) MacIver’s production of a 
three act play written by pupil Gordon 
Stephen of form Vx.  Performed in the 
Gateway theatre, the critic described 
several convincing performances, but 
singled out one of the performers, Ivor 
Davie, as ‘not too convincing’ in the 
difficult role as Janet Begbie.     In years to 
come, pupils from girls school including 
Mary Erskine’s, were recruited to play the 
female roles. 

 
  

 
Hamlet (1952) 
Gateway Theatre, June 1952 
   

Captain Brassbounds conversion GB Shaw (1952) 
Gateway theatre, June 1952 
   

The Doubtful misfortunes of Li Sing (1954) 
Photograph in Schola Regia Easter 1954 
 
The Lady’s not for burning (22/23 June 1954) 
Photograph and article in Schola Regia Summer 1954 
 
Dr Faustus and Murder in the Cathedral (25/26 June 1954( 
Photograph and article in Schola Regia Summer 1954 
 
Falstaff and Prince Hal (1956) 
Gateway Theatre June 1956 
 
Macbeth (1956) 
Gateway Theatre June 1956 
 

   
A well posed cast still photograph from the 1956 
production of Falstaff and Prince Hal, Dr Cole’s 
production, Alfie Crichton as Falstaff 

The principles pose for the 1956 Hector MacIver production 
of Macbeth, James Cochrane and ‘Lady’ James Archibald in 
the title roles 



 
Twelfth Night (1957) 
Gateway Theatre 26/27 June; article and photos in Schola Regia Christmas 1957 
 
Escapade (1957) 
Gateway Theatre 28/29 June; article and photos in Schola Regia Christmas 1957 
 
The advantages of paternity (May 1959) 
Little Theatre, Pleasance; article in Schola Regia Summer 1959 
 
Seagulls over Sorrento (June 1959) 
Gateway Theatre, Leith Walk; article in Schola Regia Summer 1959 
 
Coriolanus, 1962 
 

 
The cast on the portico.    Malcolm MacNicol, Mike Cichla, 
Peter Orr, Roy Cowper and others 

 
Othello, 1964 
 
With Brian Lang (the future Principal and Vice Chancellor of St Andrew’s University) in the title role.    There’s 
another future talent involved – Cassio played by David Robb… 
 

 
 


