Drama at the Royal High School

Plays performed include a diverse collection; Shakespeare (several times), Sheridan and those authored by pupils
feature here.

July 1921 — The Critic by Sheridan

THE DRAMATIC SOCIETY

CAST OF “THE CRITIC” (7uiy 1921.) 1Phote by S8, 8 (Chewers. | Olak
J. Romerrsox. W. C . L.W.Asxorr. W.Dvee L. Ro M. Brasosg. J. L. Cockausn
rerz. H. Warre. A J. Cosmgsrs.  Ho Warsox, R H, Wesvwarek.

April 1925 — A Midsummer Night’s Dream
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For purposes of representation, the Play has been
divided into Two Acts
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Messzs ALAN RICHARDSON and JAMES SMITH

8th and 9th APRIL 1925 --. a7 pm.

W. M*Auveay, J. Frrousox, G. Mrrcwmiet, Wark W
Attendants—P. Porrivexr, P. M'G. Hagvey, D. C. Stewasr, S. Dow, J. Do,

Summer 1925
The Pundit and the Potentate — a Musical Comedy in four acts
Written by High Scholars H H Wood and R H Westwater



ha Pandit an s Potentate

The splendidly attired and grease-painted Actors in
this 1925 all-School production — The Pundit and the
Potentate

The Merry Wives of Windsor, 5™ April 1926
Macbeth, 4" — 7" April 1927

Authors of Mischief (1948)
The sad tale of Baillie McMorran versus the RHS Ruffians (led by William Sinclair)

SCHOLA REGIA 15 “ THE AUTHORS OF MISCHIEF "

At the end of the summer term, on the 19th
Dramatics  and 20th of July, a three-act chronicle-play, i

written by David Plate (VIU) and Karl i
Miller (VA) was presented on the stage of the Junior School 3¢
at Jock's Lodge. The theme of the play centred round the ey
famous Bailie MacMoran incident : the shooting of a City
Magistrate in 1595 by a High School pupil, William Sinclair,
son of the Chancellor of Caithness. The play attracted much
attention and on the second evening many would-be patrons
failed to get seats. The Press—particularly The Scotsman—
gave enconraging praise to authors and cast alike. The leading
part of William Sinclair was played with great confidence and
dash by Donald Ingham; Anthony Gooch as Hercules
Rollock, the High School Rector, deeply impressed the
audiences with the dignity of his pecformance. The vivacious
colour of Ronald White’s scenery added to the cfiectiveness
of the stage action. Walter Dickson was the resourceful and
indefatigable stage manager.

At the end of this term Mr. McAra will take to the Scheols
Winter Festival at the Cygnet Theatre a new one-act play—
“ Libertyman “"—of which he himself is the anthor. The play
deals with the reactions of ** new entries ™ at a Royal Naval
Tstablishment. In the cast are W, B. Aitken, W. W. Dickson,
Donald Ingham, John Robson and Kevin Foley. Rehearsals
are already well advanced, and the hue and cry has been
raised for bellbottomed trousers.

Icarus (or similar name) at the Gateway, circa 1949, written by Karl Miller

The lamp of the wicked, July 1949, Little Theatre
See report below

Just the Job, July 1950, Little Theatre

Pupil/actor Alexander Burton’s 1950 tale of the engine driver trying to land the job of a £1000 a year MP
(These images courtesy of the RHS London Club)

1By conrteny o

A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE ENTIRE CAST OF THE PLAY TAKEN DURING A DRESS REHEARSAL AT THE JUNIOR SCHOOL

of ** Evening Dispstch "



“JUST THE JOB”
SCHOLA REGIA 17

“THE LAMP OF THE WICKED”
By Paut. Haresr
(Little Theatre—19th and 20th Fuly, 1949

Ak 1

A School play may be an end of session rel ion. 4 f
enterminment. Sometimes it is a gallant attempt by a {o\nhl‘ul cast o
overcome (helr own limitstions aod to present & play lke * Hamiet”
Whatever the intention. whatever the degree of success, 3 school play
rarely asks to be judged as drama.

Maay msk little of a play except that it hold their atention, amuse
them, distract their thoughts, and possibly refresh their spirits. Drama
demands more. It must not merely cutch the attention of the sudience,
it must engross them and impose itself upon their imaginations. Irs
purpose I8 not to flatcer the spectator, but to awaken him § not to soothe
him, but to exalt him ; not to blind bim to the harsh and foolish world
outside the theatre, but to enable him to see that world more clearly.

‘The casence of such drama is conflict, conflict between one individusl
and another, discord between a man and his circumstances, tension
b 2 man and himself. Drama poses the problem of this discord,
often in simple terms of good and evil, and X as a choice b
cvil and greater evil, or as the frustration of good by lesser good. The
statement of the problem must be vivid aad persuasive, the complication
tense and provocative, the dénouement must be both inevitable and
unexpected.

These are hard and exacting standards by which to judge a School
play and it is the measure of the quality of ““The Lamp of the Wicked ™
thet it cun be judged by no lower standards. HEADS OF THE SINCLAIR HOUSEHOLD

The sction of the play was sbsorbing, imagicative, and credible,
There was no simple clash of good and evif; the central figure was
neither saint poe devil. He was a human being whose personal tragedy
was to have the ambinion to paint with the innate end of
talent.  The First Act opened 30 near & crisis in his life that there was
little room to obscrve any inner deteriorati The temptation was
quickly over, for his decision had aleeady been made, The merit of this
Act was that it swiftly posed the problem and created a situation instinct
with dramatic possibilities.

Second Act made explicit the deterioration in the character of
the artist and indicated the lines of the imminent tragedy, The growing
tension of the play was relicved by the scenc in the art gallery, a britde
scene, potcatially the weakest drumatic point of the play, which was
saved by ol;klll’nl production and by Roderick Graham's incisive, malici

PHOTOORAPH OF THE ENTIRE CAST OF ALIXANDER BURTON’S PLAY, TAXEN APTER
THE PERFORMANCES IN THI LItrie THEavke.

P an
The Third Act fully revealed the originality and maturity of the
author's tlent. The mounting tension was conveyed by variations in
language, subtle shifts from the technical explanations and rationalisuti
of the psychiatrist to the shrill, heightencd imagery of the outbursts of
hetic ©

;I;; artist and his shadow, and the bre, proy s of the
mun,
Suc;an 4 play made great demands on the principal players, und the
acting and speaking of Donald Tngh Anth Gouoch, Tain Maclntyre,
was d and polished. John Robson, Charles MacDowall, T. C.
Greig, and the remsinder of the cast gave admirable support. Walter
Dickson was responsible for the h stage and the
S e Bghting. ALESANDER BURTON AS SanDY SINCLAIR IN THE LEADING RoOLE.  WiTH M
mgenious 18 MICHAEL MITCHELL, WHO PLAYED MRS SINGCLAIR.
1949 Play ‘Lamp of the wicked’ written by pupil 1950 Play ‘Just the Job’ written and starring pupil
Paul Harper, produced by Hector Maclver Alexander Burton. Thespians of the future?
The ascent of F6 (1950)

Photograph of rehearsals in Schola Regia summer 1950

A window to the sea (1951)



The Summer 1951 issue of Schola Regia
had a cast photograph and description of
Mr (Hector) Maclver’s production of a
three act play written by pupil Gordon
Stephen of form Vx. Performed in the
Gateway theatre, the critic described
several convincing performances, but
singled out one of the performers, Ivor
Davie, as ‘not too convincing’ in the

difficult role as Janet Begbie. Inyears to

come, pupils from girls school including

Mary Erskine’s, were recruited to play the

female roles.

Hamlet (1952)
Gateway Theatre, June 1952

Captain Brassbounds conversion GB Shaw (1952)

Gateway theatre, June 1952

The Doubtful misfortunes of Li Sing (1954)
Photograph in Schola Regia Easter 1954

The Lady’s not for burning (22/23 June 1954)
Photograph and article in Schola Regia Summer 1954

“A WINDOW TO THE SEA™

Photo by Ermning Dispatch
SOME MEMEERS OF THE (CaST OF GGORDON STEPHEN'S Prav

TLeft to righi—RONALD PATTERSON {AMary’, GORDON STEPHEN (Mrs Seyton-Douglas), Davio Rem (Kaifierine), DAVID MILLAR
{Senor Carlas), JouN WREN {Mr Seyvton-Douglas), Ross MITCHELL (Mirisier of St Giles), ANDREW GILMOUR. (Dauglas).

Dr Faustus and Murder in the Cathedral (25/26 June 1954(

Photograph and article in Schola Regia Summer 1954

Falstaff and Prince Hal (1956)
Gateway Theatre June 1956

Macbeth (1956)
Gateway Theatre June 1956

FALSTAFF AND PRINCE HAL

Farstare (AutFran CRICHION) ENGAGES PISTOL (KENNETH MCCONNELL) WHILE MisTRESS QUICKLY (IaN
HavvLigurron) and THe Page (RONALD TAYLOR) SUPPORT HIM. ON THE OTHER SIDE ARE DOLL TEARSHERT

(ROBERT Fexrewerr) AND BARDOLPH (BRIAN MEEK]).
CRICHTON

A well posed cast still photograph from the 1956
production of Falstaff and Prince Hal, Dr Cole’s

production, Alfie Crichton as Falstaff

Macbeth (James COCHRANL),
Thane of Ross (OGILVIE PRETSELL)

MacDuft (ALEXANDER RUSSELL),
Lady Macbeth (JomN ARCHIBALD),

The principles pose for the 1956 Hector Maclver production
of Macbeth, James Cochrane and ‘Lady’ James Archibald in
the title roles



Twelfth Night (1957)
Gateway Theatre 26/27 June; article and photos in Schola Regia Christmas 1957

Escapade (1957)
Gateway Theatre 28/29 June; article and photos in Schola Regia Christmas 1957

The advantages of paternity (May 1959)
Little Theatre, Pleasance; article in Schola Regia Summer 1959

Seagulls over Sorrento (June 1959)
Gateway Theatre, Leith Walk; article in Schola Regia Summer 1959

Coriolanus, 1962

....

The cast on the portico. Malcolm MacNicol, Mike Cichla,
Peter Orr, Roy Cowper and others

Othello, 1964

With Brian Lang (the future Principal and Vice Chancellor of St Andrew’s University) in the title role. There’s
another future talent involved — Cassio played by David Robb...

“OTHELLO™

Braax Laxe (Oriells), Rocrx Saoiex (Desdenseno’y, o Stoanr MceDoocazs (Emelio)



