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The programme for the 1996 European Cities Concert in the Usher Hall reported the history and tradition of the 
Royal High School’s by then well-established musical exchanges.     ‘Under the aegis of Edinburgh’s town twinning 
arrangements, pupils and staff visited Florence in 1975 to give choir concerts.    The visit was well received, and a 
similar expedition was arranged in 1978’.      A further twenty or so trips were arranged, generally in odd years, 
with the overseas hosts visiting Edinburgh in the even years.     These arrangements continued until 2010, when 
inexplicably the arrangements ceased.     Without exception, those interviewed about their life at school cite the 
music trips as being among their finest experiences while at school. 
This account has been created using folders which were maintained to manage the trips, also accounts in Annual 
Reports, and some anecdotal records. 
 
Folders were kept and are available for many years, and the following have been recorded in this document: 
1975, 1978, 1979, 1983, 1989, 1990, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999 
Programmes are available for the 1994, 1996 and 1998 Edinburgh concerts 
Scheduling, financial and personnel records, along with some other artefacts are available towards the end of this 
document. 
John Murray explained the history of the twinning visits in an article in the 1999 tour notes. 
 

 

 
 

 
John Murray gave a speech at the 2006 RHS London Club dinner in which he encapsulated the tenor, sentiment 
and energy of the European Exchange Trips.     Click here to read the speech. 
 
 

Notes from individual visits 
These provide high level information about the location, number of travellers 
 
1975 
First twinning trip to Florence.   90 attendees, including PP’s, FP’s and senior girls from Gillespies.    Comprising an 
orchestra, wind and jazz bands, full choir, small choir, piping and other individual presentations.    
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1975 Annual Report P8 – With much good will and assistance from the City of Edinburgh’s Twinning Officer and 
some very practical support by the British Council, a party of 90 persons, including staff, present pupils, a few 
former pupils, and some senior girls from James Gillespie‘s, went on a cultural visit to Florence during the Easter 
holidays.    The objects of the visit were twofold, to give a series of concerts and entertainments to various 
sections of Florentine society and to integrate as fully as possible with the people of Florence during the visit. 
The party offered an extremely varied bill of fare – an orchestra, a wind band, a jazz band, a full choir, a small 
choir, Scottish dancing, singing and piping, and various vocal and instrumental soloists.   Two orchestral and 
choral concerts were given at the magnificent Palazzo Vecchio, with the audience on both occasions exceeding 
1,000 persons.     In addition, smaller groups from within the party were sent to entertain various sections of 
Florentine society, such as a school for deprived children, a senior citizens home, a student centre, and the English 
Church of St. Marks.    The musical activities tended to dominate the visit, but the party had many opportunities 
for sightseeing and making individual contacts and friendships with people of their own age range.     The trip 
proved to be a resounding success, and the Commune of Florence has extended an invitation to The Royal High 
School for a similar visit in 1977.    To Mr Murray and the various members of staff who helped him to raise money 
for the tour and accompanied the party, we offer our grateful thanks. 
 
1977 
 

Cancelled, due to travel agent’s bankruptcy 
 
1978 
 
March 15 – 29.    85 travellers including eight supervisors. 
£100 for 2 weeks 
 
1979 
 
Munich twinning trip – 90 pupils.     
£290 for 16 days 
No fewer than 14 letters of thanks from parents 
 
1980 
 
At the end of March, the school’s second visit to Munich in a year took place, when 46 pupils and 5 staff prepared 
and performed joint concerts with our twin school, The Theodolinden Gymnasium. These concerts, one of secular 
works performed at the Sophiensaal, the other of church music at the Emmauskirche were attended by large and 
appreciative audiences. The members of the group received generous hospitality from the families of the 
Theodolinden pupils and hope to reciprocate this hospitality in Edinburgh next Easter. 
 
 

1981 
 
At the end of March, the school’s second visit to Munich in a year took place, when 46 pupils and 5 staff prepared 
and performed joint concerts with our twin school, The Theodolinden Gymnasium. These concerts, one of secular 
works performed at the Sophiensaal, the other of church music at the Emmauskirche were attended by large and 
appreciative audiences. The members of the group received generous hospitality from the families of the 
Theodolinden pupils and hope to reciprocate this hospitality in Edinburgh next Easter. 
 
 



 

1982 
 
The session was rounded off with a visit by 46 Music pupils and 5 staff to our twin school, The Theodolinden 
Gymnasium of Munich.   The following description is from the 1982 Annual Report 
 

  
 
 
 

1983 
 
19 March – 3rd April 
Munich / Florence / Verona 
83 Pupils / 8 supervisors., 55 from RHS and 35 from Heriots 
Plus letter from John Murray advising that there was a change of return port due to the SS Norland not returning 
from Falkland War duties 
 
1984 
 
TG Munich visit. 
Choral/ Orchestral concert in Queens Hall jointly with Heriots    
 
1985 
 
Munich visit.    90 pupils plus staff.   Concert at the Theodolinden Gymnasium 
1986 
 
Munich TG visit Edinburgh.    90 strong.    Rehearsals and concert with Heriots.    
1987 
June first two weeks 
Munich / Castiglione / Florence (Prato) 
Choir/ small orchestral group / rock band/ Scottish dance / instrumentals 
 
1988 
June.    Munich Theodolinden Gymnasium visit Edinburgh.    Queens hall concert for 200 performers.    
 
1989 
June 4th to 20th 
90 pupils plus 10 staff to Munich /Castiglione / Florence /Bologna 
£290 for two weeks 
 
1990 
 



 

June 22 – Munich TG concert in St Mary’s cathedral 
93 visiting pupils + 11 support staff – sadly only the visitors names recorded 
 
1991 
Choir tour to Munich and Italy – see AR 
90 pupils / 10 staff 
 
1992 
Joint concerts with visiting European guests  
 
1993 
March 30 – April 7 
47 total, 5 staff, 11 / 17 / 13 Current/ 1992 / 1991 leavers 
Lyon – Lycee Antoine de Saint-Exupery 
£105 for 9 days 
 
 
1994 
June 10 to June 19 
Around 120 visitors accommodated by RHS parents and staff 
60 Students / 6 teachers from Munich TG 
15 Students / 2 teachers from Scuolo di Musica G Verdi (Prato) 
10 Students / 1 teacher from Lycee de St Exupery 
24 Adult supporters from Munich TG 
 
1995 
June 8 to 26 
Castiglioni / Munich 
60 Pupils / 8 staff 
Ten days in hotels or boat, six days hosted in Munich 
COPY from folder (personnel/ schedule/ invoices) 
£570 for 19 days (big increase in cost) 
 
1996 
June 14 – 22 
Munich and Prato visitors – 110 in total 
Concert dress rehearsal in Assembly Hall (June 20).   Concert in Usher Hall (June 21) 
Performers (some duplicates) – total 440 
RHS Choir – 106 
RHS Community choir – 64 
Munich TG choir – 60 
Combined orchestra – 44 
RHS Reel and Strathspey group – 67 
 
1997 
June 5 to 23 
Castiglioni / Munich 
£560  
 



 

1998 
Munich and Prato visit Edinburgh 
Programme part scanned – see later 
 
1999 
Northern Italy and Munich 
June 1 to 19 (19 days) 
£595 
 
2000 – 2010 – to be added in future editions as material becomes available    
 
 
 
2010 
The 2011 AR provides the sombre clue that this was to be the last trip –  
‘We began this time last year with a highly successful exchange week and final concert involving our German partners from 
Munich. The performances involved Drama, former pupils, present and former staff, in addition to the combined vocal and 
instrumental resources of both groups’. 



 

File records of individual overseas trips, and return visits to Edinburgh 
These documents were collected annually in folders, and the years exhibited are those which were retained within the Music 
Department.    Hopefully, further records will become available in the future. 

 
1975 Florence – the first trip 

Note that the typical hotel cost was around £4.50 per person, and the dinner/berth/breakfast on the ferry for U18 passengers was an 
average of £5.70.    Happy days…   Among the school choir members were Ken Macintosh and Sarah Boyack. 
 

  

 

  

 

 

 



 

1978 Florence 
The 1978 detailed programme of events was repeated for most overseas trips.   This record can be applied to most others. 
 

 
 

  
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

These above two images are the front and back of a thank you card to all the staff and other helpers signed by all 
the pupils 

  
 
 



 

 
1979 Munich 
 

 

 

  

  
 



 

1983 Munich/ Florence / Verona 
 

  
  

 
 
 



 

1989 Munich /Castiglione / Florence /Bologna 
 

  
 

 

  

  

  
 
 



 

1990 Munich visit Edinburgh 
 

   

  

 

   

 
 



 

1993 Munich 

   
   

 
 
1994 Munich / Florence / Lyon visit to Edinburgh 

   

  

 

 



 

 
1995 Castiglioni / Munich 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
1996 Munich and Prato visit Edinburgh 
 



 

  
  

    

   

 

    
 
1997 Italy and Munich 
 

  
  

    



 

   

 

  
 
 
1998 – Munich and Prato in Edinburgh 
 

    
    



 

   

 

    
 



 

1999 – Prato and Munich 
 

 
 

 

  
The saga of the overheating coach (parts one and two).    Substantial reparation was received from the coach 

manufacturers following extensive communications. 

 
 
 
2000 onwards – detailed tour arrangements are not available.    If anyone reading this document knows of the 
whereabouts of further detailed tour records, please contact the editors. 


